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Last year we commented 
on the proliferation of 
“poor” internet mapping 
and the degradation of the 
geography and history of 
Britain. Well some of the 
content has improved and 
some providers even offer 
an Ordnance Survey map 
option. The issue returns 
to serving a mass market 
with simple mapping and 
how accurate do you really 
need to be?  
Well in very simplistic terms 
portraying a “pin map” show-
ing the spread of objects 
against basic maps, there is 

little justification for an expen-
sive and detailed map. How-
ever, once you start to bring 
together many different types 
and sources of data in a GIS 
analysis scenario, you can 
quickly create an environ-
ment of inaccuracies by ac-
cepting poor quality. 

In fact, those inaccuracies 
are multiplied - accept an ap-
proximate position and an 
approximate boundary and all 
of a sudden those objects 
appear and are accounted for 
in the wrong region. 

Even if the results from your 
spatial analysis are to be pre-
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MapInfo Crime Profiler 1.0 
is the first release of Pit-
ney Bowes Business In-
sight’s solution for Crime 
Analysts. It provides a sin-
gle package of capabilities 
for applying common op-
erations and a toolkit to 
enable investigative or re-
search-based analysis. As 
well as core functions 
such as hotspot analysis, 
it also includes more ad-
vanced capabilities such 
as 3D visualisation, so it 
can be used to investigate 
volume data, or used in 
detail to investigate single 
locations.  
Crime analysis is a law en-
forcement function that in-
volves systematic analysis 
for identifying and analysing 

patterns and trends in crime 
and disorder. Crime Profiler 
1.0 enables information on 
patterns to be analysed 
which can help law enforce-
ment agencies deploy re-
sources in a more effective 
manner, and assist detec-
tives in identifying and ap-
prehending suspects. 

The offering is a new mod-
ule for MapInfo Professional 
and integrates itself in the 
main menu bar to provide 
the user with a range of use-
ful crime analysis tools. 

It enables interactive analy-
sis, allowing the user to con-
duct complex crime analysis 
from within MapInfo Profes-
sional. This direct connec-
tion allows faster visualisa-

tion with added simplicity 
through its dynamic function-
ality.  

Derbyshire Constabulary  
are the latest police force to 
adopt Crime Profiler in their 
work 

sented at a district or re-
gional level, it is important to 
start with a good deal of po-
sitional accuracy. Often that 
will come from the base 
mapping and geodata being 
employed to locate and de-
fine your data. 

So the fewer layers of data, 
the lesser the importance of 
accuracy but the more data 
that you pull together in a 
GIS, the more important it is 
to start with accurate and 
detailed maps. 

Accurate mapping = best 
practice = great results. 

CDR News 
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As the largest county in England and 
Wales North Yorkshire County Coun-
cil (NYCC) has the responsibility to 
maintain more than 9,000 kilometres 
of roads – and their associated pave-
ments and verges. 

Determined to make best use of mod-
ern technology, the Council’s Highway 
Asset Manager Doug Huzzard insti-
gated a major project to create a com-
prehensive electronic record of the 
County’s highways, village greens and 
common land.   

Following a detailed tendering exercise, 
NYCC appointed CDR Group to carry 
out this work.  The task involved scan-
ning, cropping and georeferencing pa-
per maps and plans, scanning docu-
ments held in registers and files, and 
digitising the spatial extents of every 
area of maintained highway.   

Of course all of the data is in regular 
use by NYCC’s staff, so in order to mini-

mise disruption a careful programme of 
work was agreed, whereby CDR col-
lected regular batches of plans and 
documents and returned them as soon 
as they had been processed.  

In addition NYCC’s staff were able to 
contact CDR at any time to retrieve in-
formation that was needed urgently.  
Likewise CDR were in 
regular contact with 
NYCC staff with que-
ries regarding missing 
or incomplete data, or 
ambiguous data.  GIS 
Projects Director Tony 
Witham was delighted 
with the excellent rap-
port that soon devel-
oped between the two 
teams, and the valu-
able assistance CDR 
received, in particular 
from Network Infor-

mation Officer Alan Fullerton and Tech-
nical Assistant Nicola Mahood.  

In total CDR produced more than 
17,000 scanned images (one below), 
several hundred pdf documents, and 
digitised countless polygons using the 
specialist software they have developed 
for use within MapInfo. 
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Kesteven District Council in April. Cli-
ents will soon be upgraded to version 
2, offering greater functionality and 
RIA Controls. 

Stratus Connect is designed for spa-
tial data owners and web developers 
within organisations who need to 
share corporate data with citizens, 
councillors and wider stakeholders 

through a web-based mapping application 
to provide live information about the location 
of services in any given vicinity. Stratus 
Connect can be used internally or externally 
to promote efficiencies and cost savings 
with the benefit of an enhanced citizen ex-
perience and self-service capabilities. 

Stratus Connect has been developed in di-
rect response for the need 
to deliver next generation 
interactive maps on-line. 
Web technology has 
evolved to enable online 
mapping and provide 
more feature rich and 
compelling applications. 
As location intelligence 
moves from the single-
user to the enterprise, 
Stratus Connect provides 
Web 2.0 mapping capa-
bilities and rich internet 
controls for enterprise 
mash-ups. 

Pitney Bowes Business Insight’s Stra-
tus Connect enables you to rapidly 
deploy web mapping online. It pro-
vides both an out-of-the-box solution 
and a rapid development application 
programming interface (API). 

CDR Group sold the very first installa-
tion of the new technology to South 
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standard.  So, backed by West Lakes 
Renaissance, Copeland BC offered to 
tender the construction of a 3D virtual 
model of the town and Pow Beck Valley 
area, together with a software package 
for viewing and edit-
ing.  CDR Group was 
subsequently chosen 
along with the Envi-
ron Planner software 
application suite from 
Virtual Outlooks Ltd.  

A survey team from 
CDR Group spent 2 

Earlier this year, CDR Group com-
pleted a project to deliver a 3D virtual 
model of Whitehaven. Copeland Bor-
ough Council, in partnership with the 
urban regeneration company West 
Lakes Renaissance, are leading the 
economic revival of West Cumbria. 

The market town and historic port of 
Whitehaven has a bustling town centre. 
While significant improvements have al-
ready been made to the historic harbour 
and the shopping streets around it, there 
is scope for more work to bring the rest 
of the town centre up to a similar high 

weeks measuring the height of every 
building within the designated regenera-
tion area (using basic laser measuring 
devices) together with digital photo-
graphic images of key building facades.  

*��	
��)
��"6����
������	�

Ordnance Survey back in the early 
1980's. 

CDR Group are now positioned to take 
advantage of opportunities they see 
arising from the new business strategy 
being adopted by Ordnance Survey, 
announced shortly before the Location 
09 Partner Conference in May. Sales 
Director, John Ievers commented, “We 
have a long and established partnership 
with Ordnance Survey and we are now 

looking forward to extending our reach 
into the market by offering a wide range 
of Ordnance Survey products. As Ac-
credited Data Consultants with intimate 
working knowledge of the OS products, 
we are now able to supply our clients 
outside of the Public Sector too.”  
Agreements are now signed, products 
in place and the first orders have al-
ready been fulfilled. 

Keep a look out for new Ordnance Sur-

CDR Group is proud to announce that it 
has become a Licensed Partner of Ord-
nance Survey, licensed to distribute 
their range of digital mapping products. 
CDR has worked closely with Ordnance 
Survey as a Developer Partner ever 
since digital data became available from 

,������
� ��)
&�8��
��
��6�	���

MapInfo Professional version 10.0 is 
the latest release of the powerful yet 
easy-to-use desktop location intelli-
gence solution available. Version 
10.0 provides an assortment of dy-
namic new features, including a pow-
erful user interface, enhanced data 
access, and robust map output capa-
bilities. 
MapInfo Professional v10.0’s new flexi-
ble user interface not only greatly im-
proves efficiency and organisation, but 
also increases productivity by reducing 
the number of mouse clicks by up to 

70% in some areas. The redesigned 
Layer control, shown as either a float-
ing or docked window that remains visi-
ble during the entire mapping session, 
provides quick and easy access at all 
times.  Style swatches, label conditions, 
and text style settings are now easily 
accessible and included next to each 
layer, allowing you to change and pre-
view layer settings quickly and easily.� 
The new dynamic scale bar automati-
cally adjusts and updates as you zoom, 
pan, and resize the map window. Once 
the desired maps are created, v10.0 

supports exporting maps to layered PDF 
format for distribution.  

There is also direct support for PostGIS 
and SQL Server 2008 data formats. 
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CDR Open Days 

If you need to see a presentation or 
demonstration of the new features in 
MapInfo v10.0 or any other software, or 
maybe you have a project in mind, why 
not come along to CDR’s offices to one 
of our Open Days. 

The doors are open to all on the first 
Friday of each month. We have a differ-
ent theme each month - just let us know 
that you are coming! 

Where else can I get help? 

Join the MapInfo User Group. See 
www.muguki.com which has a discus-
sion area for members. 

For all things international – try       
www.directionsmag.com which points 
to the mapinfo-l discussion area. 

Activating a MapInfo Licence 

When you start MapInfo Professional 
for the first time after installation, the 
Activation Wizard launches. You have 
the choice of Automatic or Email Activa-
tion. Automatic requires a live internet 
connection. 

Follow the on-screen instructions to en-
ter your Serial Number and Activation 
Code when prompted. If you have any 
difficulty, get in touch with CDR. 

Transferring a Licence 

You must remember to return your li-
cence to the MapInfo Activation Server 
when you need to move the software to 
a new PC. From MapInfo choose Help 
> Licensing  > Transfer  license  to per-
form the de-activation process online 
with the PBBI server. 
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Our premises at Eccles House is a Grade II listed renovated building 
in the Peak District National Park. Some essential work was carried 
out this summer to the stonework and the flagged roof—it should help 
keep the heavy rain out now. 

Fluffy rabbit picture 

Meanwhile, the rabbits 
have been breeding..… 
well, like rabbits! 
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